OLD BAY CHURCH ~Wrenns Mill Rd~ Cemetery

Located near Smithfield in Isle of Wight County, VA

By Members and Volunteers of

Isle of Wight County Historical Society

October 26, 2003

OBSERVATIONS:

The cemetery site is located at the intersection of route #10 and Wrens Mill Road. It is heavily overgrown and shows damage from hurricane Isabel. Volunteers attempted a minor cleanup in the main cemetery area and around other gravesites located near where the old church stood. Much more cleanup remains to be done and possibly heavy equipment needs to be brought in to remove downed trees and haul away limbs, stumps and other debris.

A listing of persons buried in the cemetery, obtained from the Internet, was used for correlation purposes. 

The numbers in the leftmost column are identified in the photographs.

Please address your comments/corrections to: albert.b@charter.net or epowellsr@aol.com.
	Main Cemetery

	#1
	Mrs. Mary M. Southall

Born June 23rd, 1784

Died Sept. 12th 1849

“Blessed are the dead who die

in the Lord.

Erected by her daughter.”



	#2
	Sacred to the memory of

Mary E. [Southall]

The affectionate little daughter of

T.H. & E.A. Southall

Who departed this life

April 9th 1833

Aged 3 years 9 months.

“Thy life sweet girl, like pearly dew

Blest and adorned the opening day

Then in a moment sped from view

As if too bright on earth to stay.”



	#3
	Sacred to the memory of

Eliza A. [Southall]

Consort of T.H.Southall

who departed this life July 5th 1831

in the 33rd year of her age

“But why fond memory - why recall

Thoa' claims which late such pleasure gave

Since now Eliza, reft of all lies cold

The tenant of the grave;

Mute is the Voice, whose accent sweet

The ear of fond attention drew

Still is that heart, which constant beat

To every gentle virtue true.”




	Main Cemetery (cont’d)

	#4
	This Marble is erected to

The memory of

Dr. Turner H. Southall

Who was born

June 8, 1801

And departed this life

June 2nd 1845

In the 44th year of his age.

“I.  As when the silent queen of night,

By silvery clouds surrounded beams,

She does not vanish from our sight

But to the eye, still lovelier seems.

II. So round the dead does memory fling

A Halo, which endears them more;

And cherish feelings fondly cling

To what seems lovelier than before.”



	#5
	To the memory of

Philip V. [Southall]

Youngest son of Turner H.

& Alice Ann Southall

Who departed this life

May 19th 1850

5 years & 11 months

“Lord with thankful heart

I give him up to thee

Through the riches of the grave

Thine may our offering be.”



	#6
	Sacred to the memory of

Alethis Ann [Southall]

Daughter of

Turner and Alice Ann Southall

Who departed this life

On the 6th day of Sept. 1842

In the 6th year of her age.

“Fair flower of Immortal earth

To thee the crown is given

Thy bud though blamed on the earth

Is blossoming in Heaven.”



	#7
	To memory of

Diana E. Todd

Who was born on the

4th day of Oct. 1796

And departed this life

Dec. 22, 1816




	
	Main Cemetery (cont’d)

	#8
	In Memory of

Philip V. Southall

Son of Mary & James Southall

Born the 26th Dec. 1816

and departed this life

22nd June 1836



	#9
	To the memory of

Mallory Todd

Who was born June the 1st 1742

And departed this life

The 4th of November 1817.

[He was said to have been the first white child born at Battery Park, Va.- The Todd's being one of the oldest Virginia Families. And it was he who cured the first Smithfield Ham in Smithfield, Virginia. (See Note 1.)]



	#10
	In Memory of

Ann Todd

Wife of Mallory Todd

Born the 8th of Feb. 1761

and departed this life

the 6th of Sept. 1832



	#11
	This stone is erected by a fond father

To the memory of

W'm D., Agnes A., James M.,

& Louise A. [Southall]

Who died in infancy

Children of T.H. & E.A. Southall

“Happy Infants early blest

Rest in peaceful slumber rest,

Early rescued from the cares

Which increase with growing years”

[Note - There is no date on this tomb,

but father died in 1831 - so it is very old.]



	#12
	Sacred to the memory of

Mallory T. Jolin



	#13
	This stone is erected by a fond father

To the memory of

Wm. D. Agness A. & James M. & Louisa A. who died in infancy children of T. H. & A.E. Southall

“Happy infants early blest

Rest in peaceful slumber rest

Early rescued from the cares

Which increased with growing years.”

Main Cemetery (cont’d)

	#14
	In memory of

Ann R. Tucker

Wife of James H. Tucker

and eldest daughter

Of Capt. Mallory Todd dec'd

Born April 17th 1779

Died Sep't 23rd 1849

Also of her son

James Mallory Tucker

Who was born December 23rd 1813

and died (by drowning)

Sept. 12th 1822

“The trumpet shall sound

And the dead shall be raised

Incorruptible.  I Corinth - XII.22”



	#15


	Sacred to the memory of

Ms. Mary T. John

M. & Ann P.

Infant children of

JM B and M.M.

Southall

[Note: this name is not on the list provided by the Southampton Historical Society]



	#16
	[no headstone, but the footstone reads:]

Louisa

A.S.



	#17
	[no headstone, but the footstone reads:]

J.M.S.




NOTES:

(1) This statement was copied directly from the Southampton County Historical Society report, but it is not totally accurate. Most certainly other persons had cured hams in the Smithfield area prior to Mallory Todd’s hams … the practice of curing hams probably originated with the Native Americans and the early settlers learned the art of curing hams from them. Mallory Todd holds the distinction as having the earliest documented evidence of shipping hams in 1779 from his established business in Smithfield.

	[A grave marker not in the main cemetery was located in what appears to be remains of the old church. The inscription reads:]

Sacred to memory of

John T. Holleman

Born [cracked stone] 29th 1829

Died in Bursville Bay

April 10 1882

“An affectionate husband, A true friend.

May he rest in peace”
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	[A grave marker not in the main cemetery]

“Sacred

to the memory of

MRs ANN E. GOODRICH

Who was born A.D. 1781

Died Dec. 6th 1857

Aged 76 years.”
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Grave markers for the following names obtained from the Southampton County Historical Society were not visually sighted in the cemetery/old church grounds. There are some unmarked graves that could possibly be these.

In memory of

Sarah V. Morrison

Who died Jan'y

29th 1842 Aged

4 years 9 mos. & 13 days.

James Edwin [Morrison]

Son of John & Mary Morrison

Born Dec. 5, 1838

Died June 23, 1843

Mary W. [Hosden]

Wife of Joseph B. Hosden

Born Feb. 12, 1780

Died Oct. 9, 1837

In memory of

Sarah B. Walton

Consort of Simon P. Walton

Who died 5th May 1836

In her 36th year.

It is rumored that three graves, containing the remains of the Hearns family, have been disinterred and relocated to the St Lukes cemetery. 

_______________________________________________________
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