WILSON ~Old Stage Hwy~ Cemetery

Visited on: November 2, 2003 By Members and Volunteers of

Isle of Wight County Historical Society

The cemetery site is located on a private farm just off of business route #10 about 3 miles northwest of Smithfield. It is heavily overgrown and shows severe damage from hurricane Isabel. Volunteers performed a minor cleanup in the main cemetery. A large tree in the main cemetery has fallen causing much damage to three graves. Another large tree has fallen outside the main cemetery and it has uprooted two more graves. Much more cleanup remains to be done and possibly heavy equipment needs to be brought in to remove downed trees and haul away limbs, stumps and other debris. A unique characteristic of this cemetery is the use of musket barrels as a fencing material … there were approximately 500 of these barrels inserted vertically between top and bottom iron rails although due to vandalism; only about 260 remain intact in the fence. Thirteen graves were identified in the fenced-in area and two other graves were identified outside the main cemetery.

Volunteers were careful not to disturb artifacts or cause further damage to tombstones. A combination of shaving cream and a water spray was used in conjunction with a soft brush to clean, highlight, and make legible the inscriptions on the tombstones. At completion, water was used to wash away any shaving cream residue.

Efforts were made to preserve the ‘look and feel’ of the original tombstone inscriptions insofar as regards spelling, punctuation, and letter/word arrangement. The numbers in the leftmost column are identified in the photographs.

Please address your comments/corrections to: albert.b@charter.net or epowellsr@aol.com.

	Photo

I.D.
	Inscription

	#1
	Sacred to the Memory of

Mr. SOLOMON WILSON

Who departed this life

On the 25th December A.D. 1798

Aged 45 years

“Grieve not, she says at nature’s transient pain

Congenial spirits part to meet again.”



	#2
	Sacred to the Memory of

Ms. ANN WILSON

(Relict of SOLOMON WILSON)

Who died on the 26th of January A.D. 1796

Aged 36 years

“Her great Deliverer from above.

When the promised hour had come:

Sent the chariot of his love.

To bear the Wanderer home.”



	#3
	Sacred to the Memory of

MARY ANN WILSON

(Relict of JAMES R. WILSON)

Who departed this life

the 5th of Septr. A.D. 1817

Aged 20 years

“Reader, pause, And learn

That to know her, was but to love her.

How calm, how beautiful in death,

The mohter’s corpse appears (Note 3)

Emblamed by fond affection’s breath, (Note 4)
And bathed in a Husband’s tears.”




	#4
	In Memory of

MARY WILSON

Wife of Doctor GEORGE WILSON

Who died 16. Dec. 1853

Aged 56 years

A kind and affectionate wife

A tender and loving Mother

A faithful friend, and

An exemplary Christian.

“Through all eternity to thee

A joyful song I’ll raise

But Oh eternity’s too short

To utter all thy praise.”



	#5
	In Memory of

DOCTOR GEORGE WILSON

Who died Aug 10, 1861

Aged 71 years.

J.D. Couper,

Norfolk

	#6
	In Memory of

ELIZABETH WHITFIELD WILSON

Daughter of

George and Mary Wilson

Died July 25th 1847

“Though but brief thy pilgrimage on earth

‘Twas marked by virtues rare and dear.

We gave thee to thy GOD, the GOD that gave thee.

A wellspring of deep gladness to our hearts

And precious as thou art, he shall have thee

Thou, our beloved shall be His child.”



	#7
	In Memory of

JAMES DREW WILSON

Son of George and Mary Wilson

Who died 29 July 1851

Aged 36 years

Warm and affectionate in his feelings

He discharged the duties of Husband, Father

 and Friend with fidelity and faithfulness.



	#8
	Mrs. Anna M.B.

CABANISS

Died Oct 31, 1873

Age 79, yrs. 11.M.

Mother-in-law of James Drew Wilson




	#9
	In Memory of

MARGARET, Daughter of

George & Mary Wilson

Died March 22nd 1835

Aged 5 years & 4 months



	#10
	In hope of a resurrection to eternal life

Through the mercy of GOD in

Jesus Christ

Rests the mortal remains of

MRS MARGARET R.C. WILSON

Wife of James R. Wilson

Who died July 12 1840

In the 38th year of her age.

“From adverse blasts and lowering storms

Her favoured soul he bore.

And with yon bright angelic forms,

She lives to die no more.”

Robt Duaymple; Norfolk

	#11
	In Memory of

Mrs MISSOURI WILSON

Wife of

JAMES R. WILSON

Who died February 16th 1844

In the 24th year of her age

“Where is the heart that can rival her’s.

In tenderness, susceptibility

And fervour of affection

Possessed of all she wished

Her Saviour’s love and husband’s heart

Her life was happy and her death serene

Her spirit calmly passed

To Him who gave it.”

- ◄► -

“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.

Repose in peace.”

Jr A. Kirkpatrick

Norfolk


	#12
	Erected

In Memory of

Rev JAMES R. WILSON

By his bereaved children

Born September 10, 1793

Died March 31, 1852

Aged 58 years and 6 months (Note 2)
He was a devoted parent

A warm friend

And an exemplary Christian

Merideth. Maker; Balt.

	#13
	JAMES ROBERT WHITFIELD

Son of S.J. & C.A. WILSON

Born Sep 14th 1854

Died Jan 20th 1855



	#14

Notes (1)(5)


	In

Memory of

SARA B. WALTON

Consort of

SIMON P. WALTON

Who died

5th May 1836

in her 35th year.



	#15

Notes (1)(5)
	JAMES EDWIN

Son of

JOHN & MARY

MORRISON

Born Dec 5. 1838

Died June 23. 1843




Notes:

(1) Outside of main cemetery

(2) I’m sure that this line was on the stone; although not on Ms. Cox’s list

(3) The word “Mohter” may be an old English spelling of Mother although it is not found in the dictionary.

(4) The word, “Emblamed” is found in some ancient writings. It seems to have the same meaning as, “Embalmed”, ex. “… he was emblamed with resins and oil”.

(5) Not on Mrs. Elsie H. Cox’s list

The following names are on Mrs. Elsie H. Cox’s list during her visit of April 3, 1972, but were not found during our visit on November 2, 2003.

JOSEPH B. HODSDEN

Born 1775

Died Nov. 15, 1815

MARY W. HODSDEN

Wife of Jos. B. Hodsden

1789 – 1839

Infant [Wilson]

S/o Junius and Camilla Jordan Wilson

Died 1851
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